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The origin and purpose of the lesser arts

are simple and easily understood these arts,

arising from man'g natural desire to provide

himself conveniently with the elementary

requirements of food and shelter, clothing and

locomotion grew with the growth of civilization

their purpose is no less definite; and the

principle which lies at their foundation, and

which itself furnishes a test of the works

which they severally produce, is utility. So far

reaching is this principle that they are often

(and rightly) called the ,useful, arts, the

characteriStic merit, therirfore, of house, of a
chair, or of a vessel in metal or clay, is to
fulfil the purpose for which it is intended,

and beauty of form is them is nothing else

than the instant revelation of this Capacity.

It is mainly by Virtue of this revelation that

such objects satisfy the eye and mind;
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and all decoration or decorative effect which

does not coDtribute to this revelation, being

meaningless, lessens instead of increasing the

beauty of ttre objects it is intended to adorn.
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Give the wisest symphonist a tempest to

render. Nothing is easier than to limitate whistling

of the winds and the noise of the thunder. But by

what combination of ordered sound could be

present to our sight the lighting flashes which

suddenly rend the veil of night and that which is

the most terrific aspect ofthe tempest the alternate

movement of the waves, now rising mountain

high, now sinking and seeming to full headlong

into bottomless abysses ? If the hearer has not

been told beforehand what the subject is, he will

never divine it, and I defr him to distinguish a

tempest from a battle. In spite of Scientilic skill

and genius, Sounds catrnot represent forms.
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Music, rightly advised, will refuse to etrter upon a

bopeless contest, it will not undertake to ereress

the rise and fall of the waves and other like

phenonena: it will do better; with sounds it will

produce in our soul the feelings which successively

arise in us during the various scenes of the tempest.

It is thus that Haydn will become the rival, even

the conqueror of the painter, because it has been

given to music to move and Sway the Soul even

more profoundly than painting.
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