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In the art of sculpture the material basis is
the stone or metal which is chiselled or moulded
by various processes into the forms of animate or
inanimate objects. The sculpture has all the
attributes of reality except movement at his disposal,
for his work possesses solidity, form, and, if he
chooses, colour, just as much as the real persons
or objects which he represents. It is only, therefore,
when he represents persons in motion that he
needs to employ any artifice to beguile the eye of
the spectator. But the absence of this attribute of
movement forms a natural limit to the field of
external, reality which he is free to represent, and,
as a result of this limit, the special and most
appropriate subjects of the art of sculpture are
separate figures, or separate busts, or small groups

of figures all alike in response.
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In nearly all large towns, and especially in the
capitals cities of civilized nations, there are
collections of statues, pictures, and books. Even in
the streets we see the forms of men and women,
wrought in marbles or cast on bronze, placed high
upon pedestals to meet the gaze of every one who
may pass by them. In nearly every house there are
pictures upon the walls and vases or other
ornaments arranged upon shelves and books lying
on the table; and in large houses there are whole
chambers set apart solely for collections of pictures
and statuary or lined with rows of books. The mere
existence of these objects shows us that art is an
element in the life of civilized man, for we should
not care to surround ourselves with such things
unless we wished our minds to be sometimes
occupied both with them and with the thoughts

which they suggest.
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