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These figures the represents with as little
accessory detail as possible and in the simplest
possible manner; and for this reason — and also
because it is difficult to represent drapery in so
stubborn a medium as stone or metal the finest
representations of the human figure in sculpture
are partially or entirely nude. Nevertheless the
mental aspect of the real is far more prominent in
the sculptor’s work than it is in the architect’s; for
the sculptor endows the stone or mental figures
which he creates with the appearance of life, and
presents. The idea of the highest prefection of the
class of being which is in each case represented.
Physical beauty in repose is, therefore, the special
subject of the art of sculpture.
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There are two classifications of the arts which
are helpful. The first divides them into the arts of
the ‘eye’ and the arts of the ‘ear’; according as they
respectively use one or other of the sense of sight
or hearing as their primary channel of approach
to the mind. Thus grouped we get the arts of
architecture, sculpture, and painting placed in
broad contrast to the arts of music and poetry.
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By the second they are arranged with reference to
the greater or less degree in which they severally
depend upon a material basis for the realization
of their respective purposes. On this principle
Hegel places architecture lowest and poetry highest
in order of dignity. Architecture is placed lowest
because in the manifestations of this art the
material basis is most prominent, and indeed, it is
only the purpose expressed in the arrangement of
the dignity of works of art.
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