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The origin and purpose of the lesser arts are simple
and easily understood. These art, arising from
man's natural desire to provide himself conveniently
with the elementary requirements of food and
shelter, clothing and locomotion, grew with the
growth of civilization. Their purpose is no less
define and the principle which lies at their
foundation, and which itself furnishes a test of the
works which they severally produce, is utility. So
for reaching is this principle that they are often
(and rightly) called the ‘'useful' arts. The
characteristic merit, therefore, of house, of a chair,
or of a vessel in metal of clay, is fulfil the purpose
for which it is intended; and beauty of form is them
is nothing else than the instant revelation of this
capicity.
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Poetry, then of all the arts, has the least material
basis. If we except the element of musical sound
contained in mere, rhyme, and alliteration, it uses
the senser of sight or hearing as the case may be,
merely are perceived naturally by the eye or ear.
But the mental aspect of the facts of life and the
scenes of external nature, which are thus presented
by the ideas, or combinations of ideas, of which
these words are the symbols, is all important.
Poetry speaks directly to the mind: for ideas or
mental pictures are the rough material of the poet,
and no medium is so powerful to affect the
imagination as language.

KL-1621] 3 ‘ [Contd...



q A adl 5 R s
Wl godlal e an Hidl,
el il Sladll widl,
AP | Sl dadl oldl !
— Yileld Y2d
u1Yal
A 2l SRsAL Qi 52
‘sf@dl 2 sl sal 8.
| — iriggisr ¥

KL-1621] 4 [1350]



