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x -ft{ uAet dil.s utl+}e{ ojruc{l"tl r{r\[ar, srl :

. Criticisrn is the exercise of judgment in the province of
art and literature, and the critic is a person who is
possessed of the knowledge necessary to enable him to
pronounce right judgments upon the merit of worth of
such works as come within this province. The term
'judgment'- xplols - was first used in this special sense
by the Alexandrian Scholars (300-146 B.C), who
approached the study of books under five heads, the
arrangement of the matter (stopowals), the fixing of
accents (avayvwals), the syntax (Teyvn), explanatory
comment (eenynous), and Judgment' on the merit and
authorship of the work in question (xplols). It was
therefore primarily applied to judgment upon books, and
indeed even now when we speak of 'criticism' and critics,
we generally refer to such literary Judgment'; but when
we wish to indicate a judgment on works of art other
than books, we place a quali-$ring word before the term
and speak of art criticism or dramatic criticism, as the
case may be. Here too we shall use the words criticism
and critic chiefly, though not entirely in this original
and specialized sense of judgment and judges of books.

btq,qt

y -tl{ atAeL dil.s tttl+}e{ tmrdhi c{r\ictr srl :

The origin and purpose of the lesser arts are simple and.
easily understood. These arts arising from man's neutral
desire to provide himself conveniently with the
elementary requirements of food and shelter, clothing
and locomotion, grew with the growth of civilization.
Their purpose is no less definite; and the principle which
lies at their foundation, and which itself furnishes a test
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of the works which they several.ly produce, is utility. So
far reaching is this principle that they are often (and
rightly) called the 'useful' arts. The characteristic merit',
therefore. of house, of a chair, or of a vessel in metal
or clay, is to fulfil the purpose for which it is intended;
and beauty of form in them is nothing else than the
instant revelation of this capacity. It is mainly by virtue
of this revelation that such objects satis$z the eye and
mind; and alL decoration or decorative effect which does
not contribute to this revelation, being meaningless,
lessons instead of increasing the beauty of the objects

it is intended to adorn.
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