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At the outset we are met by a distinction which
separates works of art into to classes - the
distinction between the ‘fine’ arts and the ‘lesser’
or ‘mechanical arts. The fine arts are architecture,
sculpture, painting, music and poetry. The lesser
arts are those of the smith, the carpenter, the
cabinet-maker, the mason, the potter, the weaver,
the glass-maker, the house painter and others like
them. The distinction which separates these two
classes is based upon the fact that broadly speaking
the arts of the first class minister to the enjoyment
of man, while those of the latter minister to his
needs. They are both a like manifestations of the
development of man, but the fine arts are concerned
mainly with his moral and intellectual growth,
and the lesser arts with his physical and material
well-being, and between these typical arts of the
second class and the fine arts there others, such
as engraving on wood or copper, painting on chine
or glass, carving in wood, the designing of
decorations foe walls or patterns for fabrics, which
may belong to either class according to the degree
of merit displayed by the artist.

¥4l

In the art of sculpture the material basis is the
stone or metal which is chiselled or moulded by
various processes into the forms of animate or
inanimate objects. The sculpture has all the
attributes of reality except movement at his
disposal, for his work possesses solidity, form, and
if he chooses, colour, just as much as the real
persons or objects which he represents. It is only,
therefore, when he represents persons in motion
that he needs to employ any artifice to beguile
the eye of the spectator. But the absence of this
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attribute of movement forms a natural limit to the
field of external reality which he is free to
represent, and as a result of this limit, the special
and most appropriate subjects of the art of sculpture
are separate figures or separate busts, or small
groups of figures all alike in response.
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